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Risa and Otani are their class's lopsided comedy duo...excep‘ that Risa fall® in 
love with Otani! She finally works up the courage to tell him how she feels, 
only to be rejected. Even so, she keeps trying to change his mind, and finally 
flay start going out...but will they stay together?! It's looking dicey...because 
Otani wants to go to college and Risa doesn’t. So he's studying his butt off for 
the entrance exams, while Risa has taken a waitrsssirtg |gb Not only dp they 
hard y ever see each other anymore, hut Kohart, a cute guy at work, has a 
huge crush on Risa...and after Otani catches him kissing her while she's asleep, 
he jbni into Risa ima Kohori out together. That's iff Otani breaks up with Risa!! 
But not far fang,,. 

V To really get all the details, check out Lovely Complex Vol 1-10, available 
at bookstores everywhere!! 
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so you 

GUYS'EE 

ALL 

LOVEY- 

DOVEY 

AGAIN. 


WOW... 
I WANT 
TO GEE 
THEM 
BEING 
LOVEY- 
DOVEY 
TOO' 




OH 

YEAH/ 


7 you 

KIDDING ME? 
THESE TWO 
ALWAYS 
SNEAK OFF 
AND HIDE 
FOE THAT 
KINDA 
x STUFF. 


NEW 

YEAE'S 

EVE? 


WHAT DO 
YOU SAY 
TO GOING 
OUT TO THE 
SHEINE FOE 
HATSUMODE? 


OOOH, I 
WONDER 
WHAT 
KINDA 
STUFF 
EXACT- 

Lyyy/ 


we po 

NOT PO 
THAT KINPA 
STUFF, 
WHATEVER 
THAT IS// 

































































" THIS IS 
AMAZING/ 

I HAP THE 
PHONE IN 
My HAND.' 

I WAS JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
CALLING 

you/ 


sohby, 
CM YOU 
COMB 
OUT SOB 
FOB! A 
MINUTB? 


HBY, CUT 
IT OUT 
OF I'M 
HANGING 
UP! 


WHAT?/ 
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' SO I 
THOUGHT 
THAT WAS 
PRETTY 
FUNNY ANP 
THAT'S WHY 
I BROUGHT 
YOU SOME. 


IT 

TOTALLY 
CRACKEP 
ME UP. 


YEAH? UR6H 'f 
ANP YOU Ji 
ALWAYS A 
LOOK SO M 
SMART?' 


OH! 

WAIT 

6TANI/ 














YEAH, 
NOBU WAS 
SAYING 
LET'S 
ALL GO 
OUT ANP 
PO THE 
COUNT- 
POWN. / 


you 

CAN'T 


ANP 

THAT ONE 
PAYOFF 
TURNEP 
OUT TO BE 
A FATAL 
MISTAKE... 


SO 

PON'T 

ASK 

ME// 


SIT ^ 
AROUNP 
THINKING 
TOO MUCH, 

I PON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
I'LL FINP 
MYSELF 
SAYING 
NEXT. 


1 CAN YOU 
COMB?! 
REALLY?.' 
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Hello, Nak-ahara here. 
Haw are you all dainy? 

Volume II' Tkaf's 
(jetting up there 
to the number of' 
Valumei you want 
fa eell afr ai are 
hia eallec-tian. 

I mean, 11 Valumei. 
That tabei up a let 
at {belt ipaee! 

1 had fait Valumei 
lined up at the haah 
at my deib tar 
c-heMny itutt while 
warlciny, hut I aan t 
tit them all there 
anymore!! hlell, 

I'm a Very tartunate 

![Ve neVer had the 

an the iame title 
tar luek a Iaaaaaany 
time hetare. 

4a eac-h epiiadei a 
new ehallenye tar me. 
It i really, really teary 
while at the iame 
time tun heeauie 
at the diieaVeriei 

4a I'm learning 
iamethina with e\/ery 
epiiade. kyut there i 
ia muc-k mare that 

t\i a matter at taet, 

I happen ta laVe 
itudyma. I'm haViny 
a I at at run itudymy 
theie dayi. hlhat'i 
the iuhjeet? Haw ta 
make people lauyk. 


* + 
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you 

SOT 

HERE 

EARLY, 

KOIZUMI?.' 


OH GOSH, 
dTANI, 
YOU ARE 
SO LATE.' 


OKAY, 

EVERYBODY' 
WE'RE 
ALL HERE, 
INCLUDES 
THE BACK- 
TO-BEING- • 
LOVEY-DOVEY 
COUPLE.' / 


LET'S 
GREET 
THEM WITH 
A HEARTY 
ROUND OF 
APPLAUSE.' 










THANK 

you 

THANK 

you. 


WOW. 


IT'S | 
BEEN A * ; “*| 
WHILE kkk 
SINCE 
WE'VE 
BEEN 
LIKE THIS. 


PON'T : 
RISE 
TO IT 
YA 

POPE.'/ 


I MEAN, MY 
GOODNESS, 
I NEVER 
EVEN 
DREAMED 
THAT YOU 
LOVED ME 
SO MUCH. 


SWEAR, 
THE WAy 
you SET 
CARRIED 
AWAY 


yEs, r /Uf 
CARRIED 
AWAY 
I'M COM- 
PLETELy 
SWEPT 
AWAy. 














LIKE I BAIP/f 
I WAS 
ETUPYIN& 
SO HARP I 
SOT KINPA 
FUNNY IN THE 
HEAP.; OKAY?/ 
MY BRAIN 
WAB FRIEP/f 


sJSZLpMm that? 








...IT'S CUZ 
you HAVE 
TO SO AND 
BRINS THAT 
THINS UP. 


WHy CAN'T 
you JUST 
BE NICE 
TO ME...? 


KNOW. 


HEy 

KOIZUMI/ 
THERE'S 
ALL THESE 
FESTIVAL 
STALLS 
OUT/ 


WHOEVER 
LOSES 
AT THE 
SOLDFISH 
SCOOP 
TREATS 
THE OTHER 
ONE TO 
TAKOyAKI/ 


OH, IS 
THAT SO? 

THANK 
you FOR 
BRINSINS 
IT TO My 
ATTENTION// 



























...THAT 
LITTLE 
THINGS HE 
SAYS ANP 
POES, 
LIKE 
THAT... 



...MAKE ME 
REALLY 
HAPPY OR 
REALLY 
PEPRESSEP? 












































I THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
ALL GONNA 
DO THE 
NEW VEAR 
COUNTDOWN/ 


VES! IT'S 
LIKE, FIVE 
MINUTES TO 
I MIPNIGHT! 


NOBU- 

CHAN? 


SO HOW 
MUCH TIME 
POVOU 
NEEP ALONE 
TOGETHER?! 


SOTTA 

CALL 

\3TANI... 


WHY 
CAN'T I 
GET 

THROUGH 


OKAY, 

SO WHERE 
ARE you? 
I'LL HEAD 
STRAIGHT 
OVER/ 
















HEY 

KOIZUMI, 

THESE 

TAKOYAKI 

LOOK 

<50000 

eoov... 


HUH?/ 


GOTTA 

finp Stan i 

BEFORE 
IT'S TOO 
LATE// 














THREE 
MINUTES 
TO eo 
UNTIL THE 
COUNT¬ 
DOWN/ 


ISN'T 

THIS 

WHERE 

HE 

WAS?/ 


HE 

ISN'T 

HERE 


| PONT 
; BELIEVE 
THIS/ ‘ | 


WE 

WON'T 

MAKE 

IT 

BACK 
j IN 
TIME//; 


WE'RE , 

going J 

TO MISS: 

ItlfTHEl 1 ;; 

COUNT¬ 
DOWN, 
PARN IT/ 


OHH- 

tanhh// 














MMMM, 

yoiiR 

HANP'S SO 
NICE ANP 
SOFT, 

MiEsyyy. 




HYMMAGHU 




























you 

KIDDING 
ME?.' FIND 
SOME¬ 
BODY 
ELSE.'.' 


AWW, 

I AIN'T 
DONE 
NOTHING. 


DON'T 
EVEN 
THINK 
ABOUT 
TOUCHING 
KOIZUMI, 
YOU OLD 
PEIZV/f 


JUST 
WANTED 
TO MAKE 
FRIENDS 
WITH THE 
YOUNG 
LADYYY.. 


CALM 
NO DOWN, 
NEED TO KIDDO. 
SET SO 
MAAAD. 
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WHAT'S 

THE 

MATTER, 

dTANI? 


VOU WERE 
SO COOL, 
dTANI. 
My HERO' 


.MOL.Y 


*8 THANK 
Hi GOV THAT 

» old ©uy 
i DIDN'T TRy 
i ANyrHIN© 
» WITH you/ 


IT'S LIKE, 
ONLy 

HITTINS ME 
NOW-I'M 
TOTALLy 
FREAKING 
OUT! 














YEAH? 

WELL, 

I GUESS 
THAT'S 
COOL, 
THEN. 


HUH?/ 

WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON?/ 


OH NO/ 
THE 

COUNT¬ 

DOWN'S 

STARTED/ 






appy IMawifEal 












ANP WE 
WERE 
JUST 
STANPING 
THERE 
GOING, 
"HUH"? 


THE 
WHOLE 
THING'S 
OVER. 
THAT 
WAS THE 
COUNT- 


POWN.' 


LOVE 

you 

dTANI. 


AttSH! 


AND I WAS 
SO EXCITEP 
ABOUT 
POING THE 
COUNTPOWN 
WITH RISA 
TOO! 


...POES 
IT REALLY 
HAVE 
TO BE 
KOIZUMI 
SENPAI 
FOR 
YOU? 





















I HOPE IT 
BRINGS 
you MUCH 
joy ANP 
GOOP 
HEALTH. 


HAPpy 


J. soi V 

k/gUESS WE 
7 ALL GOT 
/ TOGETHER I 
1 FOR 
NOTHING. 
EVERyBOPy'S/ 
JUST POING | 
, THEIR OWN i 
k THING. A 


...IF I 
SAIP I 
MIGHT 
LEAVE 
OSAKA 
THIS 
COMING 
SPRING? 


WHAT 

WOULP 

you 

sAy.. 














JUST 
STAY 
WITH ME, 
FOREVER 
AND 
EVER... 


THIS 
YEAR, 
AND NEXT 
YEAR, 
AND THE 
YEAR 
AFTER 
THAT... 


...AND 
GET TO 
LOVE ME 
MORE 
AND 
MORE, 
OKAY? 





















ims 



IT'S THE 
LAST TERM 
OF OUR 
LAST yEAR 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL... 


WELL, 

WHAT 

po you 

WANT 


I GUESS 
I'M ABOUT 
THE ONLy 
ONE WHO 
HASN'T 
PECIPEP 
WHAT TO 
PO WITH 
MySELF 
STARTING 
IN APRIL. 


£rvw- 



Ill AWT 























































































NOBU'S 
GOING 
UP TO 
HOKKAIDO? 


HOK- 

KAIPO?' 


$Ay 

"HOCKEy- 

D'OH'," 

AND 

yOU'EE 

DUST. 


WHY'D SHE 
SUDDENLY 
DECIDE TO 
DO THAT? 


I MEAN/ 
SURE, I 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS REALLY 
NICE TOO 
WHEN WE 
WENT UP 
THERE ON 
OUR CLASS 
TRIP, BUT... 


THAT'S 
GOT 
NOTHIN© 
TO WITH IT. 















































































55 









































































































WHAT 

ABOUT 

NAKAO? 


I'M 

CRAZY 

ABOUT 

NAKAO. 























































60 I 
GUESS 
SHE'S 
PRETTY 
SURE SHE 
CAN MAKE 
IT WORK, 
EVEN IF 
THEY'RE 
FAR APART. 


ALWAYS SO 
TOGETHER. 
SO IN 
CHARGE 
OF EVERY 
THING. 








































HAHAHA- 

HAHAHA- 

HAHAHAf 




















































IS IT 
EE ALLY 
ALL EIGHT 
WITH YOU 
IF I TAKE 
NOBU-CHAN 
FAE AWAY..? 


IT? BE SO 
WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU 
IF YOU WENT 
AWAY BY 
YOUESELF. 


I LOVE 
YOU A 
WHOLE 
LOT TOO, 
GRANDMA. 


OH, 

GOSH... 
BEING 
WEAK HAS 
LOOSENED 
MY TEAR 
DUCTS OR 
SOME¬ 
THING... / 

























TAKE 
CARE 
eo IN© 
HOME, 
SWEETIE. 


BABY/ 


yEAH? 


ABOUT 

WHAT? 













NOTHIN©. 
FORGET IT. 


©OOP 

NIGHT 

NOBU- 

CHAN. 

































ippr 









































































...THE 

MORE 

NAKAO 


HE IS 

SERIOUSLY 
LOSING IT. 


HUH?/ 
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HUH? 


OHH... 

VEAH. 


no, you 1 

SEEMED 

LIKE 

you WERE 
TOTALLY IN 
CONTROL 
as you 
FELL 

POWN THE 
STAIRS/! 


yEAH, 
i guess 

THAT 
WASN'T 
TOO 1 
(TOGETHER | 


I THOUGHT 
I'VE BEEN 
ACTING 
PRETTy MUCH 
THE WAy I 
ALWAyS DO. 













































...THE 

TRUTH 

IS... 


...you 

PON'T 
WANT NOBU 
TO GO 
AWAY TO 
HOKKAIPO, 
DO you? 












BUT you 
CANT TELL 
HER THAT. 


SWEAR 
you WONT 
TELL HER. 


THIS IS 
SOMETHING 
NOBU-CHAN 
PECIPEP TO 
PO. I PONT 
WANT TO 
HOLP HER 
BACK. 







SO JUST 
PROMISE ME 
YOU WONT 
TELL HER. 



y 



1 1 ''-' 



/I 

\ 



i ip 
V # 1 

\ 

A 



A 













































NOBU- 

CHAN/ 


WAIT/ 


I WHEN- 
EVER I 
NEEP 
ANY 

...NOBU'S HELP... 
ALWAYS 
THERE 

FOR ME. f /// 


whats 

>: i: THE X 

/H4rrFR/ 

R/^4? 























SHE'S 


ALWAYS 


POSITIVE. 


SO ON 






































AS IF IT 
WOULD 
WORK 
OUT FOR 
ANYBODY. 




























N SHE MUST'VE 
H BEEN REALLY, 
v I REALLY TORN. 
: | BUT AFTER 
M THINKING 
1 REALLY LONG 
| AND HARP 
1 ABOUT IT... 


WHO'P 
WANT TO 
LEAVE THEIR 
BOYFRIEND 
BEHIND AND 
GO FAR 
AWAY? 


NOBODY, 
OBVIOUSLY. 
LIKE, DUH. 


HOW 

COME 

YOU'RE 

CRYING, 

RISA? 


WELL, 

GOSH... 










































I 

PONT 

WANT... 


...TO BE 
SEPARATEP 
FROM 

NOBU-CHAN 

EITHER. 
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: you DON'T 
WANT NOBU 
TO GO 
: : AWAY TO 
: HOKKAIDO, 

do you? 


WONDEK 
WHAT 
NOBU'S 
<50 IN© 
TO VO? 




























t m 


^ ~ 




#•« 


mm 


















(J>& 

Uuf -Ht« lefteVens 
always yet eaten ley 
semeleedy, elc-ay? 
hie don't thnow 
freed away, eEay? 

<70 anyway, that s 
what it's lilse at 
my house. Uc-e, I just 
had some yahisoha. 
4-uyen-yneasy 
yakisolea. Ahuye 
mound of' them. 

UEe, eieuse me, 
lout this is not a 
eompetitiVe eating 
et/ent! 


Lately Vve leeen 
eatiny a lot ef 

And neally enjeyiny 
it. Even sashimi, 
whieh 1 used te hate 

feVonite now. I yuess 
youn tastes ehanye 
as you ynow olden. 

Naayh...My mem 
j ust lenouyht me 
Some eetee. 

I just had yaEisoha, 
nememhen? 

L/ou saw me eat it, 
niyht? I'm sonny, 
lout thene is ne way 
I ean haVe eaEe 
niyhtnew. 




HE'S 


RIGHT. 

































































































































































































































..SHE'S 

RIGHT. 


I SWEAR, 

I REALLY 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S 
GONNA 
HAPPEN TO 
YOU WHEN 
I'M GONE. , 


UH-OH. 

HEY, 

NAKAO.. 


6TANI? 










































































































































AND 

FINALLY// 


LET 
ME GO, 
IT'S MY 
TURN/! 


ENOUGH 

ALREADY/ 

YOU 

MORON// 


HOW 
ABOUT 
JUST 
TELLIN® 
US WHAT 
THIS IS ALL 
ABOUT? 


WHAT 

IE 

THIS? 


I'D LIKE 

YOU TO 

if 

MEET 

HARUKO// - i 

g SORRY. / 

/M\ 



L\ 





















7T7T 

















































Hey/ you 

THERE/ I'M 
TALKING 

to you, 

MISTER 

VAMOOSH// 


WHAT 
THE HECK 
WAS THAT 
LAME 
LITTLE 
SKIT ALL 
ABOUT?/ 


£3 WHAT? 


I WAS 
TRYING 
TO SET 
NOBU 
TO HATE 
ME. 


I WAS 
TRYING 
TO MAKE 
HER 

TOTALLY 
SICK OF 
ME... 





































LOOK, 

if you're 

GONNA 
SIT THERE 
SNIVELING 
ANP 
CRYING 
AFTER¬ 
WARPS... 


...THEN 
PON'T PULL 
A STUPIP 
STUNT LIKE 
THAT IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE.' 


dTANI. 


YOU PON'T 
WANT HER 
TO SO, JUST 
BE HONEST 
WITH HER 
ANP TELL 
HER THAT.' 


























SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 
WHAT'P you 
NEEP TO 
SEE ME 
ABOUT? 


NOTHING 

REALLY.. 


WAIT A 
MINUTE, 
NOBU, 
THAT 
WASN'T... 


IT'S 

JUST... WELL, 
YOU KNOW, 
THAT THING 
WITH NAKAO 
TOPAY..? 



































































\ JUST 
LIKE NOBU 
ALWAYS 
SAVE ME 
A PUSH 
WHEN I 
NEEPEP 
IT..A 


I'M 

GOINS 
TO PO 
THE 
SAME 
FOR 
HER. 


I'M 

COMING 
RIGHT BACK 
AFTER I 
TAKE THE 
EXAM/ 
OKAy? 


B-BUT... 
TH-THEN 
yOU'LL SO 
AWAy AG- 
GAIN... x 


WHERE'S 
NAKAO...? 
HE ISN'T 
SONNA 
. SHOW? 


THAT'S 
STILL 
A wAys 
AHEAP/ 











\NOBU- 

CHAN//> 


SO 

WHAT 


1 HE 1 
TOTALLy 
KNOWS 
WHAT TIME 
yOUE 
FLIGHT IS. 


I'M 

JUST 1 
GOING 
OFF TO 
TAKE AN 
EXAM / 












NAKAO 


..NOBU- 

CHAN... 












































HEY... 
NO WAy?.' 
you sot 

THEM 

PIERCED?' 


I SOT 
RISA TO 
PIERCE 
THEM 
FOR ME. 


BUT yOUR 
SRANDMA'S 
SONNA 
SET REAL 
MAD AT 
you ASAIN, 
NOBU... 






















I CAN'T 
WEAR 
THESE 
UNTIL THE 
HOLES 
ARE COM¬ 
PLETELY 
HEALED, 
BUT... 


' ONCE 
THEY ARE, 
I'M GOING 
TO WEAR 
THEM EVERY 
DAY UP 
THERE. 





















...I REALLY 
HOPE THOSE 
TWO STAY 
MADLY IN 
LOVE WITH 
EACH OTHER, 
JUST LIKE 
THEY ARE 
NOW. 


Tl 


' l 





















































my 

PENCIL 
LEAP 
I BROKE; 
OFF'/ 

I CAN'T 
WRIIIITE 

a 














MY 

STOMACH 

HURTS. 

I THINK I 
HAVE AN 
ULCER. 

IT'S 
KILLING 
\ ME. t 


are you 

REALLV 

GONNA 


THROUGH 

THIS 

OKAy..? , 
















I 





<ra anyway, flu's'll ke 
my I ost sidebar fan 
fills Volume. 


I kope I «jet to meet 
IjOU o^oln in Vel, 12. 
Volume 12! Twelve 
Volumes! I'll do mif 
test f o moke Sune 
ijou slon't tklnk of 
fkem os keln^ in fke 
woif. All I wont is fo 
moke fills o fun liffle 
mon^o tkot'll knln^ o 
smile to ^ounfoee. 

I Imo^lne 
fooe Vonlous 
of sekool and of wonk. 
I wisk yau'd tklnk of 
LaVe&Cam of times 
like tkot, onk lou^k. 


Mij omkltlon Is not fo 

mon^jo fen fke o^es. 
If ijou enjeij nnj manya 
wken ifou neoJ fkem. 
If I eon ^IVe ijou eVen 

lauyhten on pleosune, 
tken that's enouojk 


And now, time fon one 
lost Son*) kef one fke 
end of fke pne^nom. 
It'seolled, 

“1 just kool ijoklsoko." 
Hepeijeu like It! 
Pinnentime alneadif! 
‘Zwoet-and-saun panic?! 
Put l just at a yalcisalaa! 

4-weet-and-saun panic., 
mu yad!! Pleas*, _ 


Mam, please... 
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RIGHT. 










































































































































if you 

DIDN'T 
HAVE THE 
EXAM 

TOMORROW, 
I'D LET 
you IN. 


BUT I 

JUST CAN'T 
RISK IT 
TONIGHT. 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, 
RISA? IT'S 

like you 

HAVE ANTS 
IN youR 
, PANTS. / 
























































































WHAT'S A 
GIRLFEIENP 
FOE, IF NOT 
TO BE 
THEEE FOE 
YOU WHEN 
yOU'EE IN 
TEOUBLE? 


I BETCHA 
EISA 

WOULP BE 
STOKEP 
TO HAVE 
you OVEE/ 


I AM NOT 
SHOWING UP 
AT HEE POOE 
BEGGING TO 
BE LET IN' 
THAT IS 
WAy TOO 
VPATHETIC/.' 


I ONLy 
HAVE My 
EXAMS 
TOMORROW. 


AS YOU 

sit there 

ARGUING 
WITH MS, 
THE MINUTES 
ARE TICKING 
AWAY, OKAY? 


OH COME 
ON. USB 
THIS GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY 


THE NIGHT WITH 
YOUR GIRO 
FRIENPR), 
OTANI.7 


ImH 

WHAT?/ 





















































COULDN'T 


AHOLD OF 
ANyBODy, 


I TRIED 
CALLINS 
A BUNCH 
OF OTHER 
PEOPLE 
- FIRST, X 
. SWEAR, 
BUT... 


okat 
oKAy, 
JUST 
COME 
ON IN' 


FORSET 
ABOUT IT, 
IT'S NO 
Bl© DEAL.' 
JUST MAKE 
yOURSELF 
AT HOME.' 




Ifl 

ul 

/' ^ h\ \ I 






























































































































































































































































































HOW'RE 

WE 

DOING, 

MR. 

6TANI? , 


/ WOULD 
you CARE 
FOR A 
LITTLE 
LATE- 
NIGHT 
SNACK, 
PERHAPS?i 


BUT HE 
NEEDS TO 
SET SOME 
REST OR 
HE'LL BE 
A WRECK 
TOMORROW., 


WOULD 
HE WANT 
ME TO 
WAKE 
HIM UP? 



















































I 

KNOW 
you 
CAN 
DO IT, 
6TANI. 


YOU'LL 

PAGC 

ON YOUR 
FIRST 
TRY, FOR 


>fc^SK 

























































































- ' every- \ 

I Bopy 

WHO'S TAKING 
THAT EXAM 
TODAY IS I 
SLOGGING 
THROUGH THE 
\ SNOW TO 1 
\ GET THERE, I, 
y OKAY?/ /] 


1 you 

AREN'T 

THE 

ONLY 

ONE 

WHO'S 

CURSEP 

BY 

THIS, // . 



























































SORRY IN 
i APVANCB 
IF WE 
1 PIE// 


NO/ 

WHATEVER 
you VO, 
JUST 
DON'T 
GET US 
KILLED// 


" I'M 
SERIOUS, 
KOIZUMI, 
YOU'RE 
TOTALLY 
OUT OF 
, CONTROL.'/ 


WELL 

GOSH// 


' you 
STUDIED 
youR 

BUTT OFF, 
6TANI. YOU 
WORKED SO 
HARD FOR 
THIS. THERE 
IS NO WAY 
I'M LETTING 
THAT ALL 
BE FOR 
NOTHING// 














IT DOESN'T 
MATTER IF 
YOU PASS OR 
FAIL, I JUST 
WANT yOU TO 
TAKE THE 
DARN EXAM... 


AND DO 
THE BEST 
you CAN, 
THAT'S 
ALL.'/ 


WELL, IT 
WOULD 
BE THE 
BIGGEST 
WASTE 
IF HE 
MISSED 
THE 
EXAM. 


DON'T 
WASTB 
ALL THAT 
HARP 
WORK// 


BECAUSE 
HE SPENT 
THE LAST 
FEW 

MONTHS 
STUDyiNG 
JUST FOR 
THIS DAX 


OKAX 


1 WE ARE \ 
AT THE 

suBWAy// 

\ COME 
\ ON, 
i LET'S 
\ RUN.'/ 


AND 

BECAUSE 
AFTER 
THIS DAX 
THE 
WHOLE 
THING'S 
OVER. 





























WHEN 
THIS IS 
ALL OVER, 
I'LL TAKE 
you OUT 
WHEREVER 
YOU WANNA 
SO. 


WILL! 


Hsyy 

KEEP 

youR 

VOICE 

DOWN, 

KOIZUMI.' 


OKAy, 
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FOR IX 
dTANI/ 
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Page 6, panel 4: Hatsumode 

The .shrine visit on New Year's Day in Japan. The gang is suggesting 
going out on New Year's Eve, but visiting the shrine after midnight, 
when it is technically New Years Day. Because many people do the 
same thing, trains often run all night long. 

Page 11, panel 3: Chuka-man 

The Japanese name for baozi, or Chinese buns. Pork-lfed' buns are 
called buta-man, curry-filled buns are called curry-man, etc. 

Page 25, panel 5: Takoyaki 

Fried octopus balls, a popular festival food. 

Page 46, panel 2: Yakitori 

Grilled chicken an skewers, also a popular festival food. 

Page 52, panel 3: Senbei 

Senbei are Japanese rice crackers that are either baked, grilled Of 
fried. These senbei are soy sauce flavored. 

Page 58, panel 5: New Year’s gift money 

lii Japan on New Year's, if is traditional to give children money, called 
aioshidama. The money is handed out in- small, decorated envelopes 
sometimes called pochibukuro, similar to the envelopes used to hand 

Page 95, sidebar: Yakisoba 

A stir-fried noodle dish similar to chow mein. If is commonly made 
with pork and various vegetables such as cabbage, carrots and 
onions. If can also be served on a bun in a kind of sandwich called 


yakisoba / 
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All the electrical appliances in my 
apartment are slightly out of whack, 
and they only work perfectly when the 
repairman comes over. In other wards, 
they have bad personalities. The TV, 
in particular. Sometimes when I turn it 
on, it makes this high-pitched whine. I'm 
life, if you're going to whine, whine all 
the time! I mean, the repairman comes 
over and it puts on this smooth-faced 
quiet act. And then, after he’s gone, 
it sniggers at me and starts whining 
again. That stinker! 

Aya Nakahara won the 2003 
Shogakukan Manga Award for her 
breakthrough hit LoveikCom, which 
was made into a major motion picture 
and a PS2 game in 2006. She 
debuted with Ham to Kuuki Nlchiyou-bl 
in 1995, and her other works include 
HANADA and Htmitsv Kichi. 
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